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Culture Smart! provides essential information on attitudes, beliefs and behavior in different

countries, ensuring that you arrive at your destination aware of basic manners, common

courtesies, and sensitive issues. These concise guides tell you what to expect, how to behave,

and how to establish a rapport with your hosts. This inside knowledge will enable you to steer

clear of embarrassing gaffes and mistakes, feel confident in unfamiliar situations, and develop

trust, friendships, and successful business relationships. Culture Smart! offers illuminating

insights into the culture and society of a particular country. It will help you to turn your visit-

whether on business or for pleasure-into a memorable and enriching experience. Contents

include: * customs, values, and traditions * historical, religious, and political background * life at

home * leisure, social, and cultural life * eating and drinking * do's, don'ts, and taboos *

business practices * communication, spoken and unspoken

"Culture Smart has come to the rescue of hapless travellers." —Sunday Times Travel --This

text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorRoger Jones is an English lecturer and

writer specializing in careers, living and working abroad, and classical music. After graduating

in modern languages from King’s College, London University, he worked in education for

extended periods in several different countries, including Libya. He has written fifteen specialist

handbooks on planning to live and work abroad and is the author of Culture Smart! Thailand in

this series. He is a member of the Career Writers’ Association and the Society of Authors and

was formerly a member of the Chartered Institute of Management and the Institute of

Administrative Management. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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AuthorROGER JONES is an English lecturer and writer specializing in careers, living and

working abroad, and classical music. After graduating in modern languages from King’s

College, London University, he worked in education for extended periods in several different

countries, including Libya. He has written fifteen specialist handbooks on planning to live and

work abroad and is the author of Culture Smart! Thailand in this series. He is a member of the

Career Writers’ Association and the Society of Authors and was formerly a member of the

Chartered Institute of Management and the Institute of Administrative Management.The
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LibyaintroductionWhat does Libya mean to you? To historians and archaeologists it is home to

some of the most spectacular Greek and Roman ruins in the world. For soldiers it was a

famous battleground in the Second World War where Allied armies fought against the might of

Rommel’s Afrika Korps. To statesmen and political observers it has long been a rogue state

that has aided and abetted revolutionary and terrorist movements.After years in comparative

isolation Libya is opening up again. Its relations with the rest of the world have now improved,

and with the lifting of sanctions it is likely that more outsiders will have a chance to visit it both

for business and for pleasure. The time therefore seems ripe to reassess the country and its

people.In 1950 this Arab country situated on the southern shore of the Mediterranean was one

of the poorest nations on earth, and with its three distinct regions (Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, and

the Fezzan) was far from being a unified entity. Everything changed when oil was discovered,

and Libya has never looked back.To many the country and its people are an enigma. It is an

Arab country unlike other Arab countries. It is an African country, but it doesn’t feel like Africa.

For the uninitiated, the Libyans are difficult to fathom. But their values and attitudes have been

shaped by their past and traditions, many of which date back centuries. Libyan territory has

been occupied by Carthage, Rome, Arabia, Morocco, Egypt, Spain, the Ottoman Empire, and

Italy. That is why some appreciation of its history is essential in order to understand the

sensibilities of Libyans today.This slim volume aims to offer an insight into the Libyan people

and their view of life. Such information will enhance your stay in their country and ensure that

you do not commit too many faux pas. There are chapters on customs and traditions, and the

rapidly changing nature of modern Libyan life, with advice on what to expect and how to

behave appropriately in different situations. For the business traveler there is guidance on how

to deal with government structures and policies, and how to make the most of the opportunities

that present themselves.Above all, Culture Smart! Libya should help you to become acquainted

with a nation of resilient, outgoing, and friendly people who, when they greet you with the

words “ahlan wa sahlan,” are completely genuine in their welcome.Key FactsOfficial

NameGreat Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (which means State of the Masses) / Al

Jamahiriya al Arabiya al Libiya ash Shabiya al Ishtirakiya al UzmaHead of StateMuammar

QadhafiOfficial titles: Brother Leader of the Revolution and Supreme Commander of the Armed

ForcesCapital CityTripoli (pop. approx.1 million)Major CitiesBenghazi, Misrata, Beida, Sebha,

Derna, SirtPopulationApprox. 6 million; population growth 2.5%The Libyan workforce is approx.

1.8 million.Area686,000 sq. miles (1.76 million sq. km)Ethnic MakeupArab and Berber 97%.

Others 3% (incl. Greeks, Maltese, Italians, Egyptians, Pakistanis, Turks and Tunisians)Age

Structure0–14, 33.6% 15–64, 62.2% 65 plus, 4.2%Life ExpectancyMale - 74.46 yrs Female -

79.02 yrsGeographyBorders Egypt, Sudan, Chad, Niger, Algeria, Tunisia, and Mediterranean

Sea.The longest land border is with Egypt: 600 miles (1,115 km)TerrainLargely desert with

fertile coastal stripJebel Akhdar mts. In the east; Tibetsi mts. in the south. Nafusa plateau in the

northwestClimateMediterranean with mild winters and warm summers near coast. Dry desert

climate inlandA hot, dry wind from the Sahara, the Ghibli, blows in spring and

fall.LanguageArabic, with three main dialects: Tripolitanian, Southern Libyan, and Eastern

LibyanOther languages: English, Italian, FrenchLiteracy Rate80% of adultsReligionSunni

Muslim (97%) Other (3%)CurrencyLibyan dinar. Issued in 10LD, 5LD, 1LD, 500 dirham and 250

dirham notesGDPUS $75 billion (2006 est.)MediaState controlled radio, TV, and newspapers,

and one privately owned broadcasterThe main daily newspapers are Al-Fajr Al-Jadeed, Al-

Jamahiriya, Al-Shames, and Az-Zahf Al-Akhdar.Electricity220/240 volts, 50 HzMainly two-



prong socketsInternet Domain.lyTelephoneLibya’s country code is 218.To dial out of Libya, dial

00 and the country code.Time ZoneGMT +2 hourschapter oneLAND &

PEOPLEGEOGRAPHYLibya is the fourth-largest country in Africa and the second largest

(after Algeria) in North Africa. With an area of 679,400 sq. miles (1.76 million sq. km) it is larger

than Alaska and its neighbor Egypt yet its population numbers only some six million. To the

north is the Mediterranean Sea, to the west it is bounded by Tunisia and Algeria, to the east

Egypt and to the south Niger, Chad, and Sudan.Most of the country (90 percent) is covered by

desert with oases dotted here and there. Ninety-five percent of the population lives close to the

coast, especially the Al Jifarah plain in the western part of Libya, which includes the country’s

capital, Tripoli. There are no permanent rivers, but riverbeds (wadis) can flood after heavy

downpours of rain.The country is fairly flat with the exception of the Nafusa plateau south of

Tripoli, the Jebel Akhdar (Green Mountain) region east of Benghazi, and the Tibesti mountain

range in the south of the country. The lowest point in Libya is Sabkhat Ghuzayyil, a lake 164 ft

(47 m) below sea level, and the highest point Bikku Bitti in the Tibesti mountain range near the

border with Chad, which is 7,930 ft (2,267 m) above.The Libyan FlagThe Libyan flag is just one

color—green—symbolizing devotion to Islam. Its adoption in 1977, however, could also have a

connection with Qadhafi’s Green Book, which details his political aims, including the

transforming of Libya into a wealthy, green agricultural nation.The Regions of LibyaLibya did

not become a unified political entity until the twentieth century. Before that it was three distinct

regions—Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, and the Fezzan—separated from one another by vast tracts

of desert. Each retained its separate identity until the 1960s, with the Gulf of Sirt marking the

divide between not only the two regions bordering the Mediterranean but also the western Arab

world (Maghreb) and the eastern Arab world (Masriq).Tripolitania forms the northwestern part

of the country. The Greeks named its three cities—Sabratha, Oea (present-day Tripoli), and

Leptis Magna—Tripolis, which became Regio Tripolitania under the Romans. Tripoli’s cultural

ties are with the other Maghreb countries, Tunisia in particular, and its importance was derived

from its position as a terminal for the trans-Saharan trade routes. As a result of these contacts

Tripolitanians are often perceived as more cosmopolitan in outlook than other

Libyans.Cyrenaica is the eastern region and takes its name from Cyrene, the first Greek

settlement in the area. Historically this part of Libya has always had close links with Egypt.

Because of its relative isolation over the centuries it has been relatively untouched by outside

influences. Cyrenaicans tend to be rather more conservative than other Libyans and, while

hospitable by nature, are sometimes distrustful of strangers.The Fezzan, for much of its history,

has been populated by nomads plying the trade routes between the oases. Its main

connections have been with sub-Saharan Africa and the Mediterranean coast. The Fezzanis

are desert people who are resourceful and no strangers to hardship.CLIMATE AND

SEASONSThe populated areas along the Mediterranean coast enjoy a Mediterranean climate,

which means mild winters and warm summers. Sometimes the temperature can go as high as

95°F (35°C). Tripolitania suffers, in the spring especially, from a wind called the Ghibli that

blows from the Sahara bringing with it a lot of sand, and in the desert dust storms and

sandstorms are common. The hilly areas, especially the Jebel Akhdar in Cyrenaica, are

generally cooler. Annual rainfall, which tends to be intermittent, is around 15 inches (40 cm) a

year near the coast.There is a greater range of temperature in the desert areas of the interior,

where at night the temperature can drop below freezing. In summer temperatures can reach

120°F (50°C),but during the rest of the year daytime temperatures higher than the upper 70s F

(25°C) are rare.THE PEOPLEIt is not clear who were the original inhabitants of the area we

now know as Libya. We do know, however, that by the time the Phoenicians arrived in the first



millennium BCE the country was already populated by Berbers, whose ancestors are believed

to have migrated there from southwestern Asia in the third millennium BCE. Berbers refer to

themselves as Imazighen (free men) and their languages, not always mutually intelligible,

belong to the Afro-Asiatic language family.During the time of the Pharaohs many Berbers

served in the Egyptian army, and some rose to high positions. After the invasion of the Bedouin

Arab tribes in the seventh century CE most became assimilated by their conquerors, though

not completely. There are small pockets of Berber speakers in places such as Gharian in the

hills south of Tripoli and in some desert oases, while in the desert regions you will come across

Tuareg tribes who speak a Berber language called Tamazight.In addition to the native Libyans,

there are large numbers of immigrant workers who have flooded in from neighboring Arab

countries as well as from Africa south of the Sahara and give the major cities a cosmopolitan

feel. Estimates (which are far from reliable) range from a few hundred thousand to as many as

two million. There is additionally a much smaller number of Westerners involved mainly in

commerce, education, and the oil business. Even during the period of sanctions Western staff

were employed at Libya’s oil installations.Libya used to have a Jewish community—one of the

oldest in the world. In the late 1940s there were still 38,000 Jews, many of whom emigrated to

the newly formed state of Israel. Around 7,000 remained until 1967, when the Six-Day War

between Egypt and Israel led to anti-Jewish riots. The last Jewish resident of Libya died in

2002.There was also a large Italian community, which settled here in the 1930s. But since

independence and particularly since the post-Revolution property confiscations the number of

Italians has dwindled.Libya and Libyans DefinedFor most of its history the words Libya and

Libyan have meant a number of different things. The name Levu (Libyan) was first used by the

Ancient Egyptians in the third millennium BCE to designate one of the Berber tribes carrying

out raids into Egypt. The Ancient Greeks applied the name Libya to most of North Africa and to

the Berbers who lived there. During the reign of Diocletian (284–305 CE) the Romans used the

names Upper and Lower Libya (Libya Superior and Libya Inferior) for their two provinces in

Cyrenaica. The name Libya was revived when the Italians annexed the territory in the twentieth

century.A BRIEF HISTORYPhoenicians and GreeksOur first knowledge of Libya comes from

Phoenician traders from what is now Lebanon, who set up trading posts along the North

African coast including Oea (now Tripoli), Labdah (Leptis Magna), and Sabratha around the

first millennium BCE. They developed commercial ties with the Berber tribes, notably the

Garamantes, who controlled many of the trans-Saharan trade routes.These settlements later

came under the control of the Phoenician state of Carthage. Founded near to present-day

Tunis in c. 614 BCE, Carthage was to become the dominant sea power in the Western

Mediterranean, until displaced by Rome.The eastern coastline attracted Greek settlers from

the island of Thira (present-day Santorini), who established a colony at Cyrene in 635 CE. Its

prosperity was derived from the cultivation of silphium, a medicinal plant that cured coughs,

chest complaints, and snakebite. Four other Greek cities were established in the area: Barce,

Euhesperides (present-day Benghazi), Teuchira, and Apollonia. Together they made up the

Pentapolis (Five Cities).Although the Greeks of these cities were able to resist attack from the

Carthaginians and Egyptians, they were no match for the Persians, who overran the region in

525 BCE. Alexander the Great entered Cyrenaica in 331 BCE and on his death it was ruled by

the Ptolemy dynasty. During this time Cyrene became one of the leading intellectual and

artistic centers of the Greek world.The Roman PeriodCarthage eventually came into conflict

with the rising power of Rome, which waged three wars (the Punic Wars) and finally achieved

the total destruction of Carthage in 146 BCE. Tripolitania came under the control of the Berber

king of Numidia, but under Julius Caesar it became a Roman province (Regio Tripolitania). In



96 BCE Ptolemy had bequeathed Cyrenaica to Rome and it was joined to Crete for a while

during the reign of the Emperor Augustus. Rome conquered the Garamantes in the south and

named the region Phazania.
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